[FAQ] Frequently Asked Questions

Team Composition
Q. We are planning to form a team of 3 people instead of 4. Can we apply?
A. No. The team must consist of 4 members.
Q. Do all 4 members have to belong to the same school and the same laboratory?
A. All 4 members must belong to the same school and the same department. They may belong to different laboratories.
Q. Can a Korean national apply as the principal investigator?
A. No. Only foreign graduate students and postdoctoral researchers are eligible to apply as the principal investigator.
Q. Is it acceptable if all members of the research team are from the same country?
A. Yes, you may apply. However, teams with greater diversity of nationalities and a more even distribution of nationalities will receive higher evaluation scores during selection. (Example: A team with 2 members from Country A and 2 members from Country B will receive a higher score than a team with 3 members from Country A and 1 member from Country B.)
Q. Can a master's/postdoctoral researcher who graduated 3 years ago apply?
A. No. The eligibility requirement is that the applicant must be unemployed and within 2 years of graduation. If more than 3 years have passed since graduation, the applicant is not eligible.
Q. Can I apply if I am affiliated with a government-funded research institute or company through an industry-academia cooperation program and receive a salary?
A. No. If you are employed or are not affiliated with a university, you are not eligible for this program.
Q. Which visas are eligible or ineligible for this program?
A. For principal investigators, the following visas are eligible: Master's program (D-2-3), Doctoral program (D-2-4), K-STAR (F-2-7S), Residence visa (F-2, excluding F-2-99), Overseas Korean (F-4), Permanent Residency (F-5), and Marriage Migrant visa (F-6).
For research team members, Undergraduate student visa (D-2-2) holders and all visa holders listed above are eligible.
Holders of other visas such as E-1, E-3, D-2-5, D-10, and F-3 are not eligible to apply as either principal investigators or research team members.

Application Documents
Q. Do I need to obtain the signature of the head of the Industry-Academic Cooperation Foundation on the application form?
A. Yes. The Industry-Academic Cooperation Foundation will later support important tasks such as contract signing, research fund support, and settlement. Therefore, confirmation and an official seal from the Foundation are required.
Q. Should I list all papers I have recently authored under major research achievements?
A. No. You only need to write the achievements from the last 5 years that are highly relevant to the topic you intend to propose in this program.
Q. Can the application form be written in Korean?
A. Yes. You may complete the application in either Korean (hwp) or English (doc), using your preferred language and file format. However, if you write it in English, you must also submit a Korean summary (about 1 page). If you write it in Korean, you must also submit an English summary (about 1 page).
Q. Can I propose a cooperation project targeting a country that is not listed in [Attachment] of the announcement?
A. Yes. The target projects are provided only for reference, and you may propose a project based on a country not listed there. However, multilateral collaborative research involving 3 or more countries cannot be proposed.
Q. May I create a cooperation project by imagining a laboratory that does not actually exist overseas?
A. No. You must prepare the proposal on the assumption of cooperation with an existing laboratory.
Q. When writing the application, do I have to contact the laboratory in the target country and obtain prior permission?
A. No. This is a mock planning project. It is not an actual international collaboration project, but a program in which you simulate planning international cooperation on the assumption that you have become the principal investigator. Therefore, you do not need prior permission from the institution listed as the cooperation target.
Q. What is the official cover letter for application?
A. It refers to an official document sent by the Industry-Academic Cooperation Foundation to KIRD stating that your team has applied to this program. When you obtain the signature of the head of the Foundation on the application form, please provide the project title and the name of the principal investigator and ask them to send the official letter as well.

Q. Can the presentation materials be changed later?
A. No. Presentation materials cannot be arbitrarily revised after the initial submission.
Q. Can the budget be changed later?
A. Yes. Other than team member allowances, accounting expenses, and indirect costs, the remaining items may be changed even after participation in the program.



Selection Evaluation
Q. Can I give the presentation in Korean during the selection evaluation?
A. Yes. During the selection evaluation, you may present in either English or Korean, whichever language you prefer.
Q. Where will the presentation evaluation be conducted?
A. The presentation evaluation will be conducted live online via Zoom, and the access link will be provided only to teams that pass the first-round document evaluation.
Q. Must the principal investigator be the one who presents during the evaluation?
A. It is recommended that the principal investigator give the presentation. However, if unavoidable circumstances arise, another foreign member of the research team may present instead. A Korean team member may not present on behalf of the team.
Q. Must all team members attend the presentation evaluation? Can the academic advisor also attend?
A. It is recommended that the principal investigator and the 3 team members attend together. However, if unavoidable circumstances arise, research team members may be absent. The academic advisor may not attend the selection evaluation.
Q. How can I check whether I passed or failed?
A. At each evaluation stage, both successful and unsuccessful teams will be notified by email to the principal investigator.

The final list of selected research teams will also be posted on the KIRD website under Notice Space > Announcements.

Q. What are the selection evaluation criteria?
A. The evaluation is based on research team composition (40%) and the research plan and understanding of international cooperation (60%). Detailed evaluation criteria are shown in the table below.

	Evaluation Item
	Detailed Indicator
	Points

	Research Team Composition (40)
	Expertise and R&D capacity of the principal investigator
	8

	
	Commitment of domestic and international researchers (teams) to participate in the program
	20

	
	Nationality Diversity of Team Members 
(Single nationality: 3 pts; 2 nationalities with 3+ members from one country: 6 pts; 
2 nationalities with 2 or fewer members per country: 9 pts; 3 or more nationalities: 12 pts)
	12

	Research Plan and Understanding of International Collaboration (60)
	Excellence and creativity of the research objectives and contents
	20

	
	Rationality and completeness of the project implementation system and strategy
	20

	
	Necessity of international collaborative research and specificity of the plan
	20

	Total
	100




Program Operation
Q. Will the program be conducted in English?
A. Yes. The training courses, mentoring, and other program components will all be provided in English.
Q: Am I free to decide whether or not to attend the training courses? 
A: No. Participants must attend the entire curriculum (3 sessions in total) as outlined in the notice to receive credit for program completion.
Q. If selected, do all final deliverables such as the research proposal and presentation materials also have to be written in English?
A. No. Participating teams may prepare them in either English or Korean, whichever language is more convenient.
Q. Is this related to restrictions on participation in National R&D projects?
A. No. This project is not a National R&D project. It is an educational program in which student research teams simulate planning and writing a National R&D research proposal. Therefore, it is unrelated to the “3 projects / 5 roles” rule or participation rate limits.
Q. Is this project classified as a tax-exempt project when the agreement is signed?
A. Yes.
