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Guidelines for Graduation Theses
Ewha University Department of English Language & Literature

•	A graduation thesis is one of the requirements for graduation with a major in English Language and Literature. Students with a major—or a double major—in English must submit a thesis before the end of the semester in which they intend to graduate.
•	The thesis must be written in English and must conform to the guidelines on ethics, content, and format that are outlined in this document.
•	The thesis must argue for an original idea of your own and support the idea with analysis. It cannot be simply a report on well-known ideas or previous research.
•	The thesis must be judged adequate after inspection by professors in the English Department. The inspection will have four possible outcomes: pass, pass on condition of revisions, resubmit after revisions, or fail (for ethics violations or severe deficiency in content or writing). 
•  Students who do not submit theses, students who do not complete required revisions, and students whose theses fail will not graduate. 
•  Students may appeal a “fail” decision to the chair of the English Department and ask for a final review. However, if this final review also determines that the thesis is unacceptable, you will not be allowed to graduate.
•	Guidelines and methods for writing the thesis in English will be taught in the class Thesis Writing, offered by the English Department every semester. Students passing Thesis Writing with a grade of C+ or higher will automatically have their thesis approved, but must still submit a copy to the English Department office.


A. Ethics Guidelines
Theses that violate ethical guidelines will automatically fail, and the writer will not be allowed to revise during the same semester as the violation occurs.
1.	Responsible Citation: You must responsibly and clearly cite sources for all specialized information that you include in the thesis, whether those sources are quoted directly or summarized. Failure to cite is a form of plagiarism, and extensive failure to cite—even if unintentional—will automatically cause the thesis to fail. (See Section E for more details.)
2.	AI Use: AI may be responsibly used as a research tool or for corrections to your English, but may not be used in place of your own writing. You must actually write the paper yourself.
a. Acceptable Uses of AI: You may use AI to correct your English. You may also use AI to summarize difficult concepts or recommend sources of information. 
b. Unacceptable Uses of AI: You may not ask AI to write substantial portions of the paper. (And, in fact, when AI writes anything much longer than a short paragraph, it is highly likely that the AI will plagiarize information.) You should not ask AI to change the style of your writing—as it is likely to change the ideas in a way you don’t understand. 
Note: There is no requirement that your thesis be written in any particular style, as long as its contents are suitable for academic discussion.
c. Burden of Proof: If the professor assigned to evaluate your thesis believes you have plagiarized ideas or used AI to write substantial portions of the thesis, you will be required to prove that you did not do so. An acceptable standard of proof is up to the professor evaluating the thesis—but might include methods such as testing your understanding of concepts that the professor believes you have plagiarized or giving you an in-person writing task related to your topic to let you show that your writing is similar to the writing that appears in your thesis paper.


B. Subject Matter
[bookmark: _Hlk191934374]1.	Choose a specific subject within the fields of Literature in English, Culture of English-speaking parts of the world, or English Linguistics. You may make comparisons to other literatures, languages, or cultures, but the central subject of your thesis must relate to English language or literature.
2.	If you are unsure whether your subject is acceptable, consult with a professor in the English Department before you begin work on your thesis.


C. Basic Format
1.	Length: 15 pages or more on A4 paper (a minimum of 14 pages required in addition to a references/works cited list; title page & table of contents not included in the page count)
2.	Margins: 2.5cm or 1 inch (above, below, and on the sides)
3.	Font: Palatino Linotype (if using 아래아한글, 바탕)
4.	Type Size: main text, 12 point / section headings, 14 pt. bold / footnotes (if any) 9 pt.
5.  Spacing: double space (아래아한글 줄간격 230)
6.	Page Numbers: no numbers on title page or table of contents; begin numbering from the first page of your actual writing


D. Organization/Contents
1.	All theses must follow these basic organizational guidelines.
a. Cover Page: See Figure 1 below.
b. Table of Contents: Include section and sub-section headings, with page numbers.
c. Introduction (ideally with an appropriate subject title, not “Introduction”)
d. Body (one or more sections with appropriate subject titles—do not title body sections “Body.”)
e. Conclusion (ideally with an appropriate subject title, not “Conclusion”)
f. References/Works Cited: Use the most recent version of either MLA or APA style (MLA recommended for literature theses, APA recommended for linguistics or culture theses).

2.	If sections are numbered, use one of the following formats.
a. Alphanumeric: Main Headings I, II, III / Level-2 Headings A, B, C / Subheadings 1, 2, 3
b. Numeric: Main Headings 1, 2, 3 / Level-2 Headings 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 / Subheadings 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.3 (recommended for linguistics theses)
c. Do not have more than three levels of headings (usually one or two levels is better).


E. Citations and Notes
1.	In-text Citations:
a. Do not use footnotes/endnotes for citation purposes. Introduce your sources in your writing and/or use parenthetical citations.
b. You must cite sources for paraphrased or summarized information as well as direct quotations. Failure to do so is plagiarism.
c. For citations, follow the most recent MLA conventions or APA conventions. Refer to owl.purdue.edu, style.mla.org, and/or www.apastyle.org. See Figure 2 (below) for examples.
2.	Notes:
a. Use footnotes (if necessary); do not use end notes.
b. Use footnotes only to make comments on content (additional explanations, qualifications, etc.). Use parenthetical citations and/or citations in the text of your sentence to note sources of information.
c. Use superscript numbers for footnotes. Do not add parentheses for footnote numbers.

3.	References List (Works Cited List):
a. In MLA style this is titled “Works Cited.” In APA style, it is titled “References.” Follow the conventions of the style you choose; failure to do so may cause your thesis to receive a failing grade.
b. Use a hanging indent (i.e.: indent beginning with the second line of the reference). See Figures 3 and 4 for examples.
c. Put book and journal titles in italics. For titles in Korean (which you may additionally provide in brackets), you may use 『』for book or journal titles and 「」for essay titles.
d. Korean or non-English references must be translated into English (or else Romanized), and the original Korean or non-English titles may be provided in brackets. List Korean or non-English references alphabetically along with English references. For Romanization, follow the 2000 Revised Romanization System (문화관광부 한국어 개정 로마자 표기법).
e. In MLA style, list primary sources separately from secondary sources. In APA style, there should be just one, integrated References list.
f. You must include at least five academic references (i.e.: academic books, articles from academic journals, fully documented research reports from credible research institutions, or Ph.D. theses), at least two of which must be in English.
g. You are encouraged to use non-academic sources such as Internet articles for background information, and you must cite them. However, non-academic sources do not count toward your total of five academic references.
h. All sources cited in the text of your thesis must be included in your References/Works Cited List. Failure to do so is plagiarism and may result in a failing evaluation for your thesis.



Figure 1: Format for Cover Page

Title



A Paper Submitted to
the Department of English Language and Literature
of Ewha Womans University
in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts


Date

Name
(Major*  Student ID)

*Students whose second major is English should write both their first major and, next to that, “Double Majored in English.”


Figure 2: Examples of In-Text Citations
	In-Text Citation in MLA Style (See Figure 3 for the full Works Cited list citation.)

	Shakespeare’s name is synonymous with great literature around the world. As Will Gompertz puts it, “There is no writer on the planet who has as much work in daily play.” Gompertz notes that part of the reason for Shakespeare’s attaining such a reputation was a result of the education system within the British Empire. But he also credits Shakespeare’s style of writing, which created texts that are very flexible and adaptable—perhaps because Shakespeare performed his plays under conditions where they had to appeal to a wide range of audiences, including both commoners and nobility. (Gompertz).

In-Text Citation in APA Style (See Figure 4 for the full References list citation.)

	Kenneth Inada (1995) creates the terms “soft relationships” and “hard relationships” to contrast Buddhist concepts of human rights with traditional Western concepts of human rights. While Western ethics, Inada says, tend to focus on the rights of individuals as having a discrete, “hard” existence, Buddhist ethics emphasize “soft” aspects which see human rights as only being meaningful within actions and interactions in society. Inada lists a specific set of values that he prioritizes within this framework. Specifically, he says:
Let us return to a fuller treatment of soft relationships. In human experience, they manifest themselves in terms of the intangible human traits that we live by, such as patience, humility, tolerance, deference, non-action, humaneness, concern, pity, sympathy, altruism, sincerity, honesty, faith, responsibility, trust, respectfulness, reverence, love and compassion. Though potentially and pervasively present in any human relationship, they remain for the most part as silent but vibrant components in all experiences. (Inada, 1995, p. 5)





Figure 3: Example of Works Cited Page (MLA Style Manual 9th Edition)
For literature theses, list the works you are analyzing (primary sources) separately from other references (secondary sources), as shown below.
Works Cited

A. Primary Sources
Shakespeare, William. Hamlet. Edited by Harold Jenkins. Routledge, 1982.
	------. Macbeth. Edited by Lionel Abel. Hill and Wang, 1963.

B. Secondary Sources
Bevington, David M. Shakespeare. Blackwell Publishing, 2002.
Cook, Carol Jane. Imagining the Other: Reading Gender Difference in Shakespeare. 1986. Cornell University. Ph.D. dissertation.
Gompertz, Will. “Why is Shakespeare more popular than ever?” BBC.com, 23 April 2016, www.bbc.com /news/magazine-36114485. Accessed 26 April, 2019.
Hwang, Gye-Jung [황계정]. Metadrama [『메타드라마』]. Yonsei UP. [연세대학교], 1992.
Kim, Chi-Su, et al. [김치수 외]. “Interpreting Symbolism in Drama A Comparative Study” [「연극의 기호학 분석을 위한 비교 연구」]. Gihohak Yeongu [『기호학연구』] vol. 3, 1995, pp. 192‒279.
Lewis, Rhodri. “Hamlet, Metaphor, and Memory.” Studies in Philology, vol. 109 no. 5, 2012, pp. 609-641. Project MUSE. doi:10.1353/sip.2012.0041
“Mini-Bio Shakespeare.” YouTube. uploaded by Bedtime Stories Collection 17 January, 2018. www.youtube.com/watch?v=huGyjJzPyoE
“What symbolism in Shakespeare plays is of interest to scholars of gender theory?” prompt. Perplexity AI (free version), Perplexity.ai, 25 Feb. 2025. www.perplexity.ai/search/what-symbolism-in-shakespeare-YFvdW3P4QcOauMVpGp5FAg


Figure 4: Example of References Page (APA Publications Manual 7th Edition)*
Linguistics theses do not separately list primary or secondary sources. Your primary source may be your own data if you are writing an experimental thesis.
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* examples adapted from the Purdue University Online Writing Lab (owl.purdue.edu)
