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Cambodia Trains Social Workers
to Curb Reliance on Foreign Aid

By Kit Gillet

June 18, 2013 f v s » m

PHNOM PENH — Soeurng Sambath grew up as the youngest of
seven siblings in an impoverished farming village at a time when
Cambodia was emerging from decades of civil war, genocide and
bloodshed.

During Khmer Rouge rule from 1975 to 1979, an estimated 1.7
million people were killed or died from starvation, disease or hard
labor, including many among the educated classes. Years of conflict
followed, even after the Khmer Rouge was removed from power.

“People in Cambodia in the 1970s and '80s lived in darkness,” said
Mr. Soeurng, 22. “For my generation, we have a chance to push our
country forward.”
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In 2009, R.U.PP. began working with Ewha Womans University in
South Korea on a two-year master’s program in Cambodia to train
those already working in the field. About a dozen students enrolled
in its first year.

One challenge is explaining to Cambodians what social work is,
exactly. In a society historically accustomed to short-term
assistance, like food and medical aid, social workers now have to
build the foundations of long-term programs.

“In the 1980s, people desperately needed rice and shelter,” Ms.
Meng said. “After the genocide period, there wasn't social work in
Cambodia, just charity”

Mr. Soeurng said that most people in Cambodia still believed in
charity rather than social work.

“They want handouts,” Mr. Soeurng said. “When I was growing up,
there were beggars everywhere.”
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